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Once againi no difficulties are enicountered in the post-operative period. The
operation gives a pain-free result and the patients have been very satisfied with
it. The hip, in this case, is very much more stable than following a pseudo-
arthrosis.
SUMMARY.
The results of 54 cases of femoral head replacement with the Austin Moore
head have been summarised along with our indications for the operation. We feel
that these results justify a further trial. Of course, this operation is not the
answer to all hip problems.
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REViEWS
LAENNEC: HIS LIFE AND TIMES. By Roger Kervran, M.D., translated by D. C.
Abrahams-Curiel. (Pp. x + 213. 21s.) Oxford: Pergamon Press, 1960.
THIS is a detailed and authoritative, but very readable, biography, and it has already been
widely acclaimed in France. Laennec's family background, his life and tribulations in
Quimper and Nantes during the troubled days of the French revolution and the "vendee"
wars and in Paris during the Napoleonic period are described. In his early years in Paris
lie was busy with pathological studies in the midst of a large hospital and private practice
and he made many friends and enemies. The account of the development of the stethoscope,
which was his crowning and best-known achievement, is well centred against a background
of fierce medical controversy, personal rivalry, and official neglect. At all times Laennec
drew inspiration from the coast and countryside of Brittany and from its language and
culture. There he returned sick and exhausted to return again to the stormy struggle in
Paris which was to end at last in fame and recognition. TIhere he returned finally to die
at the age of 45 from chronic tuberculosis which throughout most of his active life had
been his most deadly enemy.
It is surprising that no complete biography of this man already existed. Many scattered
French studies are listed, but readers, both French and British, will welcome this account
of one who made an abiding contribution to medicine. J. E. M.
MARY ANN GOES TO HOSPITAL. By Mary Cockett. (Pp. 63. 7s. 6d.) London:
Methuen, 19,61.
THIS little book has been lent to several children, and even those conditioned by "Emergency
Ward 10" have found it of absorbing interest and have discussed it freely. It would seem
admirable in its attempt to explain what happens in hospital so that much of the fear of
the unknown is removed.
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